
AP Early European History   Syllabus     2019-2020 

Our period of study is from the Renaissance up through the Congress of Vienna, 1450 to 1815.  

This course has no prerequisites; however, students must expect to be academically challenged. This course requires extensive reading. Students 

must complete all assigned readings as scheduled. Students will also be expected to take notes in class, carry out research projects; participate in 

class discussions and analyses; develop and refine essay writing skills; and successfully answer both objective and essay test questions. 

Students will be held to all guidelines on this handout, whether or not they are discussed in class. 

Subjects Covered with Corresponding Chapters in Textbook 

Late Middle Ages to the Renaissance; Fall of Byzantium; Humanism; Printing; New Monarchies  Chapter 12   

Protestant Reformations; Charles V; Counter-Reformation; Wars of Religion; Philip II; Elizabeth I  Chapter 13 

Voyages of Discovery; Mercantilism; Globalization of European culture (Subjects will be taken out of order.) Chapter 14 

Scientific Revolution; Witchcraft        Chapter 16 

Thirty-Years War; Absolutism; Ottoman Empire; Dutch Republic; England under the Stuart Kings;   Chapter 15 

Constitutionalism; Baroque Period 

The Enlightenment; Philosophy in general       Chapter 17 

18th Century Politics and International Relations (before French Revolution); the Classical Style; Slavery Chapter 18 

American Revolution felt in Europe; French Revolution; Napoleon     Chapter 19 

Congress of Vienna and redrawing the map of Europe      Chapter 21 (beginning) 

 

Readings 
Primary Text: 
Jackson J.  Spielvogel, Western Civilization, 8th ed.   (Wadsworth / Cengage Learning: Boston, MA 2010) 

Supplemental Reading:  
Eugen Weber, The Western Tradition: From the Renaissance to the Present, Volume Two (Houghton Mifflin: NY  1995) 

Francois-Marie Arouet (Voltaire), Candide (public domain translation: original French publication 1759) 
 

My AP – Resources from the College Board 

The College Board has created an array of resources for preparing for the AP Test at https://myap.collegeboard.com, and you will be 

registering with them as a member of this class on the first day of the semester when you receive the join code from me. Included 

are sample questions in all the formats of the test along with extensive explanations of how to answer well. All students are required 

to register for this service as we may be using some of the material to fulfill class requirements during the semester.  

 

AP Test Registration September 18 – October 3 

Although the AP European History test is not until the afternoon of May 6, 2020, registration will be especially early this year and 

you will be receiving instructions on how to register by mid-September. If you are not sure whether you want to take the test, the 

best approach is to go ahead and register. Please take it upon yourselves to keep track of the registration deadline of October 3rd.  

 

Expectations 
Absences 
Students are responsible for obtaining all notes and assignments missed. When you miss a class, check online first for any handouts 

and any outlines of material missed in class. You can also get our semester calendar online, which will tell you what we covered and 

what is coming up. 

You are responsible for all work in the calendar. Even if you are absent the day before or the day of a test, you will be required to 

take the make-up test immediately upon your return to school if the material was available to you (i.e., covered prior to your 

absence, covered only in the textbook, or other reading), and you were told of the reading, assignment, or test prior to your absence. 

Unusual circumstances will be considered on an individual basis.  

If you know you are going to miss class on the day that an assignment is due, please communicate with me about how to get that 

assignment in.  

Assignments can always be labeled with my name and turned into the Main Office. Googledocs is also a very effective means of 

submitting assignments on time. 

 

 

https://myap.collegeboard.com/


STUDENT MAKEUP WORK PROCEDURE 

ABSENCES 

In the event that a student is absent from class the student will make arrangements to submit his/her work, take a test/quiz, and get 

assignments that were missed. 

 

• It is the student’s responsibility to check teacher websites and / or contact the teacher for work. Students are expected to 

make up all work missed within a time period not to exceed the total number of days absent from that specific class. 

Thereafter, a 10% deduction may be taken for each class meeting day the assignment / assessment is late following the 

student’s absence from class. Example: Student is out Monday (A), Tuesday (B), and Wednesday (A). Student will get A 

day work on Friday, and it will be due two classes later on Thursday. Student will get B day work on Thursday, and it will 

be due Monday. 

▪ Students are strongly encouraged to make up missed work and keep up with assignments while they are out. 

▪ Extensions may be given at the discretion of the classroom teacher. 

 

• Unexcused Absences: If a student cuts class and is unaccounted for in the attendance system, s/he cannot earn higher than 

half of the credit that was earned for the assignment.  The assignment/assessment is due the class period that the student 

returns to class.   

 

LATE WORK 

It is the expectation that all students will turn in assignments on the given due date.  Late work is an assignment not turned in by the 

established due date/class period. Ten percent will be deducted for each class period that the assignment is late. A student who turns 

in the assignment more than three class periods past the due date will receive no less than half of the credit that they earned on the 

assignment. In order to receive credit for late work a student must turn in any late work by the end of the scheduled unit (final 

summative assessment) in which the assignment was given. Assignments not turned in by the completion of the unit will be 

recorded as a zero. 
 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

Plagiarism occurs when a writer intentionally or negligently uses someone else's ideas, words or artistic creations without crediting 

the source. 

Plagiarism is illegal, immoral, and inhibits your ability to learn. All work done in this class is expected to be original. Plagiarism can 

be considered a Level I, II or III violation, and includes the following examples: 

a. Buying, borrowing, or stealing another person’s work 

b. Copying from another source, such as cutting and pasting from the internet 

c. Paraphrasing another’s ideas without giving credit 

All writing must be correctly attributed to its original author. Direct quotations must be in quotation marks. Paraphrasing another 

author’s words or idea in your own words does not relieve you of the responsibility of giving credit to the original author. Questions 

of citations, quotations, and other matters of writing may be resolved based on the MLA Style Guide. 

Plagiarism will result disciplinary proceedings according to the school policy outlined in the Student Handbook. 

 

Taking notes 

Much class time will be devoted to teacher led discussions, sometimes on topics or content not specifically covered in the text. All 

students are accountable for all material covered in class. All students are expected to take notes. Material covered class will appear 

on tests. Students are responsible for obtaining, from peers, class notes missed due to absences. Presentation outlines for material 

covered in class are posted to Canvas for the use of both absent students and those who are in class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grading 

Each of the elements listed below is worth points. At the end of each marking period, I total the number of points possible on all of 

these, total the number of points you have actually received, and calculate your grade by dividing the points you have received by 

the total points possible. You can calculate your grade by keeping track of the points you have earned and the points possible on 

each assignment. Grades will consist of three elements, homework, tests and class discussions: 

Homework 

You will do several types of homework assignments, including writing assignments, online art analysis, and textbook and other 

reading. 

Tests 

With each chapter you will receive a chapter study guide. Multiple-choice tests are based mostly, but not exclusively, on the terms 

listed in the study guide. 

Chapter Tests may pose objective multiple-choice questions, short answer questions or analytical essay questions. Chapter Tests 

will be worth about 25-35 points, depending upon the material covered. We may also have up to two document-based essay 

questions in class, which will take half a block to complete. There will be occasional essay tests, either in class or take-home. 

Class Discussions 

A large part of class participation involves Class Discussions, which are intended to give students a chance to analyze and comment 

on reading selections in the company of their peers and the teacher. Students will be free to analyze, evaluate and build on primary 

source readings that relate to the current topic of study. Reading material will be assigned several days in advance and will often be 

accompanied by guided questions to consider while reading. Participation in the Class Discussions is a requirement of the class and 

should be an easy boost to the grade of anyone who follows the directions.   

How to prepare Discussion Reading Assignments 

Before Class Discussions, students should read all assigned selections, prepare notes on the readings to turn in, and plan to 

participate in the discussions. Students will be graded on participation, knowledge of the reading selections, and the quality of their 

notes. Notes that merely describe or summarize the reading will not receive full credit if the student’s participation is also 

inadequate. Students who find themselves at a loss to come up with original insights on the reading should try to answer the 

teacher’s guided questions that will often accompany the selections. 

Absences from discussion days 

Class Discussions are required, and the only way to do them is to be present in class. If a student is involuntarily absent from class, 

then they should plan to turn in their reading notes for that discussion selection upon their return to school. If they do that much, 

their grade will simply be left blank and it will not count against them. Students who do not want to leave the discussion grade blank 

have the option of turning in the three-page paper (described in the next paragraph) in order to get points for the discussion. 

Any student who has a planned absence on the day of a Class Discussion, such as to participate in a field trip, sporting event, 

educational travel, etc., must prepare a three-page paper summarizing their thoughts on the discussion readings and submit it either 

in hard copy or electronically before class on the day of the discussion. The paper must be double-spaced in 12 pt. Times New 

Roman font, with one-inch margins. Students who miss a Class Discussion due to unplanned and unavoidable circumstances, but 

who do not want to leave that grade blank, also have the option of turning in the three-page paper in order to get points for the 

discussion.  

Keeping in touch with me 

Email (mmp19@scasd.org) is always the best way to contact me, because then I have a record to which I can refer. Otherwise I 

could forget what we talked about. When not in class, the best place to look for me is the Social Studies office, room C133. 

Keeping in touch with the class 

Canvas: I have developed the habit of posting assignments, lectures and the semester calendar on the class page, which will now be 

located on Canvas. If you miss a class or simply want to refresh your memory, look on Canvas for information about what we have 

done and what we will be doing in the near future. The calendar is under constant revision. 

Googledocs: Some of the more enterprising students in the past years took the initiative to create a googledoc for communal review 

and collaboration. I did not tell them to do this; they just did it. I encourage you to do the same and would be happy to invite all AP 

Euro students into such a googledoc if it appears that there is interest enough to create it. This googledoc would not be graded and 

participation would not be required nor monitored. As with most other things in life, those who put in the most effort will get the 

most benefit.  

How to fail this course 

If you do not turn in an assignment your grade will drop very quickly. Most students in my course who have ever been in danger of 

failing, or even just getting a D, have been those who either did not turn in work or did not keep up with discussion reading 

assignments. Build good habits early. 

 

mailto:mmp19@scasd.org


 

Thematic Essential Questions for All Units: 

1. Why have Europeans sought contact and interaction with other parts of the world?  

2. What political, technological, and intellectual developments enabled European contact and interaction with other parts of the 

world? 

3. How have encounters between Europe and the world shaped European culture, politics, and society?  

4. What impact has contact with Europe had on non-European societies?  

5. How has capitalism developed as an economic system?  

6. How has the organization of society changed as a result of or in response to the development and spread of capitalism? 

7. What were the causes and consequences of economic and social inequality?  

8. How did individuals, groups, and the state respond to economic and social inequality?  

9. What roles have traditional sources of authority (church and classical antiquity) played in the creation and transmission of 

knowledge?  

10. How and why did Europeans come to rely on the scientific method and reason in place of traditional authorities?  

11. How and why did Europeans come to value subjective interpretations of reality?  

12. What forms have European governments taken, and how have these changed over time?  

13. In what ways and why have European governments moved toward or reacted against representative and democratic principles 

and practices?  

14. How did civil institutions develop apart from governments, and what impact have they had upon European states?  

15. How and why did changes in warfare affect diplomacy, the European state system, and the balance of power?  

16. How did the concept of a balance of power emerge, develop, and eventually become institutionalized?  

17. What forms have family, class, and social groups taken in European history, and how have they changed over time?  

18. How and why have tensions arisen between the individual and society over the course of European history?  

19. How and why has the status of specific groups within society changed over time? 

 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 

A. The students will evaluate historical materials to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented by historical research. 

B. The students will describe the social, intellectual, and political modernization of Europe’s changing position in the world, 

describing the major events and chronology from approximately 1450 through 1815. 

C. The students will analyze themes in modern European history and interrelate categories or trace developments in a particular 

category through several chronological periods. 

D. The students will use and analyze primary sources, including documentary materials, maps, statistical tables, and pictorial and 

graphic evidence, to study historical events. 

E. The students will express themselves orally and in writing with clarity and precision. 

F. The students will read historical materials in a discriminating way and write about them effectively. 

G. The students will develop an appreciation for the rich cultural contributions made by those who created our Western heritage. 

H. The students will heighten their ability to see relationships and distinctions in European political, social, economic, and 

intellectual history. 

I. The students will uncover the problems faced by people at any given period in history, relate these problems to the present, and 

investigate the attempts to find remedies for these problems, analyzing successes and failures. 

J. The students will become aware of the consequences of European contacts with other areas of the world.   

K. The students will gain the ability to see the facts of history in context; distinguish the course of movements or trends; and 

establish causes, results, and significance. 
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